FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
FOR '

The Addition of Selenium to the Prestarter
and Starter Rations of Weanling Swine

The Ralston Purina Company of St. Louis, Missouri has filed a Food
Additive Petition (FAP 2185) for an increase, from 0.1 to 0.3.ppm,

- in the level of selenium supplementation allowable in swine prestarter
and starter rations., Ralston Purina claims that this increased level
of selenium supplementation is necessary for young swine due to a
rapid depletion of selenium after weaning in this species. This claim
is supported by recent scientific research (see attached references).

The Bureau of Veterinary Medicine has carefully considered the poten-
tial environmental impact of this petition and has concluded that the
action will not have a significant effect on the human environment and
that an Environmental Impact Statement therefore will not be prepared.
Allowing this petition providing for increased selenium supplementa-
tion for young swine rations will result in a minimal incremental
increase in releases of selenium into the human énviromnment. The
estimated increase in selenium introduction into the environment is
591 kg which is only a 2.7% increase over the estimated 21.5 metric
tons of selenium currently used annually for supplementation of animal
feeds for all approved uses.

An Environmental Assessment (June 1, 1981) that examines the potential
environmental impacts of allowing this petition has been prepared and
is attached to this Finding of No Significant Impact. Previous envi-
ronmental documents have already evaluated the potential impacts
associated with allowing selenium supplementation of the diets of
several other animal species grown for human food. These other
publicly available environmental documents consist of 1) an Environ-
mental Impact Analysis Report (July 26, 1972) and an Environmental
Impact Statement (January 8, 1974) for selenium supplementation of the
diets of chickens, turkeys, and swine; 2) an Environmental Impact ‘
Analysis Report (August 26, 1976), and three Environmental Assessment
Reports (November 21, 1977, June 6, 1978, and November 20, 1978) for
selenium supplementation of the diets of ruminants (sheep, beef
cattle, and dairy cattle); 3) an Environmental Impact Analysis Report
(March 13, 1981) for selenium supplementation of the diet of ducks and
4) an Environmental Assessment (April 24, 1981) for the addition of
selenium to the feed of laying hens (attached).
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